So What’s Up in Washington DC… and Helena
By the time you receive this newsletter, there will be a new sheriff in Washington DC. Donald Trump will
have been sworn in as the 45th President of the United States, much to the amazement of most political
pundits—and the chagrin of the political left. An unconventional choice by just about any measure, a
business mogul will take a whack at leading this nation for the next four years. No one knows how this
election will work out… but the electorate clearly was ready to cast aside the status quo. Good Luck Mr.
President.
A new Cabinet will also be sworn in—as soon as the confirmation process is completed—and the
nominee to become Secretary of the Interior is of special interest to folks in the Treasure State.
Congressman Ryan Zinke has been nominated by the Trump transition team… and his confirmation
hearing was a “love in” when compared to how some of the Trump nominees were received. The
Congressman represented himself very well… and, if confirmed, the stage will be set for the election of
his successor as Montana’s lone member of the U.S. House of Representatives.
Apparently, the duty of replacing the Congressman is left to the political parties, each of which will set
about designating a candidate to succeed him… after which, a “fast and furious” campaign season will
be unleashed. Several names have been circulated, and the relevant parties are debating who might
have the best chance of winning a sudden and unexpected election.
On another note, Senator Daines will also play a larger role in the new Congress, as he was appointed to
the Senate Agriculture Committee—which shares jurisdiction over forest management with the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee, upon which Senator Daines will also continue to serve. In that
capacity, he’ll be working on the new Farm Bill as well as seeking to improve management of our
National Forests. It’s good to have friends in influential places.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Back home in Montana—and as this newsletter was prepared for print—the Montana Legislature was
entering its fourth week. Legislative committees were at full throttle as they dealt with the tasks at
hand. It is still too early to guess how many legislative bills will be proposed this session… but the
deadline for requesting bill drafts has come and gone and that number tops out at just over 2550.
Fortunately, not all of those requests will actually be drafted or presented—remember there are only 90
legislative days in a session. As for introduced bills entering week four, that number sits at 423—286 in
the House and 137 in the Senate.
This legislative session will be dominated by budget issues as the legislature struggles to fund a couple of
major initiatives—think infrastructure spending—while simultaneously facing decreasing revenues. The
MLA’s focus at legislative sessions typically targets Natural Resources, Transportation, and
Business/Taxation/Insurance with a keen eye on workers’ compensation bills.
Health insurance may also be front and center this session depending upon whether or not shenanigans
in Washington DC quickly impact state‐level programs… more specifically, will Obamacare morph into
Trumpcare and, if so, how might that impact other budget draining programs such as Medicaid
Expansion.

Concern for the unknown may prompt legislative leaders to try and save a few legislative days this
session in order to address and federal changes or mandates at a later date. At any rate, the 2017
legislative session is in full swing and we will do our best to keep MLA members up to speed with any
relevant legislation that might impact your operations.
Political junkies can follow action in Helena by googling the Montana Legislature and accessing the links
relative to legislation, committee meetings, and floor action. There is also a link that will allow you
communicate with your legislators.

